VIOLENCE   DISPOSES   OF   CONSCIENCE

and more strained. Street brawls between native-born
and immigrants became frequent. The injuries that
resulted were not serious, only two persons being bruised
by stones.

Calvin, however, had merely been waiting for a
pretext. He was now able to carry out a coup d'etat
which he had long been preparing. These small bicker-
ings were magnified into a "terrible conspiracy," which
was said to have been frustrated "by God's grace alone."
The dictator struck one blow after another, arresting the
leaders of the republican party, who had had nothing
whatever to do with the disturbances. They were racked
until the dictator possessed the evidence he required to
support his assertion that a massacre had been planned
by his opponents. Calvin and his supporters were to have
been killed, and foreign troops brought into the city.
"Confessions" of this alleged plot having been gained by
the most atrocious cruelty, and "treason" having been
"proved," the executioner could begin his work. All
who had resisted Calvin even in the most trifling way
were put to death. Those alone escaped who fled from
Geneva. When "justice" had been done, the only
political party remaining in the city was Calvin's.

Having purged Geneva of dissentients, Calvin might
have been carefree, and therefore magnanimous. But,
since the days of Thucydides, Xenophon, and Plutarch,
all readers of history and biography have been aware that
victorious oligarchs tend to become harsher than ever.
The eternal tragedy of despots is that they continue to
fear persons of independent mind even when these have
been disarmed and gagged. The very fact that a crushed
adversary says nothing, but refuses to enrol himself
among the toadies and servants of the tyrant, makes his
continued existence a source of irritation. Now that